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A SERMON, 
BY 8. R. SMITH. 
“For the wages of sin is death.” Rom. vi: 23. 


No'subject has higher claims to the considera- 
tion of reflecting and sinful beings than that here 
solemnly asserted by the apostle. And it must 
have come down upon a people who had not 
known God, “and who worshipped and served 
the creature more than the Creator,” with a tre- 
mendous weight of power. But they had the 
privilege of understanding the full meaning of 
the text, ahd were consequently neither alarmed 
with unnecessary fears, nor: flattered with un- 
founded hopes. How far either of these may ap- 

rtain to many, and most modern professors of 
the Christian doctrine, we presume not to deter- 

- mine. 

That all men are sinners—that sin deserves 
punishment, and that the punishment denounced 

ainst it, is death, is universally admitted. But 
why mankind are sinners—whether the punish- 
ment ofsin is ceréain, and what is the nature and 
duration of punishment, if inflicted, are ques- 
tions, concerning which, believers are not agreed. 
Happily they have a right to disagree, and to as- 
sign their reasons for doing so—a right which 
we claim in common with other. therefore | 
after owe Own, yiewsor id Sabject for your con-! 

e@vSeration. — ; 

I. Christian professors in general, believe, 
that an unholy and malignant being, who was 
once an angel of great eminence, and now cal- 
led the devil, is, and ever has been, the procu} 


2. We object to the doctrine, that the pun- 
ishment of sin is remitted to the believer, because 
it sacrifices the trutt of God, as. well as egy 
tice. For nothing is more certain, than thet a 
hovah has promised Jo punish every sinnets 
whether believer or unbe, 1ever; 12 his own ly te 
person. Thus, Adam was informed, that PH zw 
day he should eat of the forbidden fruit, . Fo 
should “surely die”—and agaix’s by the pre 
et, God unequivocally assures the peopse of 
rael, that “she soul that sinneth, it shall die. ’ 

Now, if the penalty bere denounced against 
sin, is not inflicted—if instead of actualy ineur- 
ring it, there be only a liability to suffer its ther; 
it is plain that divine truth ceases to be positive 
truth, and that it may or may not be truth, at the 
discretion of the man. Nay, more ‘than this— 
all that God has done by promises and miracles, 
by the prophets and by his son—all that the gos~ 
pel was designed to effect, or has actually aeeom- 
plished, seems calculated on this hypothests, to 
render so much of the truth null and veid as: re+ 
; and the man tho’ not deceived, was in| lated to the punishment of sin. ‘ 

gression. And the’scriptures instead of| 3. We object to the commor?’ docttine,. re- 
giving any authority to the supposition that a holy | specting the remission of deserved ‘pucishment, 
angel became a devil, come much nearer assur- | because it is directly calculated to destroy the 
ing us, that devils themselves become angels !—/|tended effect. For the object of all punishment 
Forthey do inform us, that “satan himself is | must be, either the reformation oftheeffender,or 
transformed into an angel of light.” A passage |to deter others from the commission of érime, or 
which, though undoubtedly mearimg only some|both. We say these must be intended—beeause, 
Judaiziag opponent of the aposiic, will certainly | any thing short of these, is mere revenge? . 
bear a literal interpretation, with Sage violenee to | is a stigraa on the pence PI vin- 
its palpable import, than any wiich&§p supposed | dictive. But if the punishment of:the offender is 
to favortie common hypothests. not certain, and if the transgressor feels. that it 

Il, his generally believed, that sin deserves} is not, howis he thereby to be deterred from the 
punishment; but that it is not certain to be inflict-| commission of sin? And if the offender be not 
ed on the sinner himself, being imputed to Je-| punished, how is the community to tuke warning 
sus Christ, who suffered, instead the trans-| from je example of his stripes ? Bul above all, 
gressor : and that by this means, God provided a| how is the fear of punishment to exert a reforms 


frdn its import, which is merely an adversary, 
orjhat causes strife, opposition, or evil. 

We object to the received opinion respect- 
inathe introduction of sin into the world ; be- 
cage, the Scriptures, instead- of: ascribing it to 
thé\devil, whethera real or an imaginary being 
sin ascribe it toman. “Let no man 
saywhen he is tempted, I am tempted of God ; 
forGod cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tengteth he any man. But every man is tempt- 
ed, ¥ken he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enti¢d.”” James 1: 13,14. “Wherefore, as by 
one mm, sin entered into the world, and death by 
ain,”\&c. Rom. v: 12. 

In\elation to the introduction of sin into the 
world we may further remark in general, that 
in thawhole history of the temptation and con- 
seque}t transgression of our primitive parents, 
there §not an intimation that what is popularly 
called devil, had the least possible concern in 
i The serpent, which was ‘more 



















ing cause of all the sins of allmankind. To this 
we object :— 

1. 
ing, the same, or similar causes which operated 
in producing his transgression, n.ight operate in 
effecting transgression in man. If the former 
could become a sinnér, without being induced by 
some other being, then the latter might also sin 
causes within himself; and if man could 
induced to sin by the suggestions of a superior 
nd evil agent, no reason can be given why a 
still saperior demon was not necessary to convert 
an angel into adevil. Such a being, therefore, 
was not necessary to induce the first man to sin ; 
because, it is not pretended that any real malig- 
nant being tempted the first angel to transgress 
the law of God. Still less could the suggestions 
ofa personal devil be necessary to the progeny 
of Adam, if the common hypothesis be true ; for 
they are supposed, without any diabolical aid, to 
be “wholly inclined to evil.” 

2. Because the word rendered devil, does not 
necessarily signify a fallen angel—nor in many 
instances, even a proper person. This is plain, 
from the notorious fact, that our Saviour called 
Peter a satan ; spoke of Judas as a devil, and 
the apostle Paul exhorts, that deacon’s wives be 
not devils; for such is the word, 1 Tim. iii: 11, 
which is considered slanderers. And that it does 
not necessarily imply proper personality, appears 







Because, if the devil were once a holy be-|'J'o this we object :-— 


way of escape for all true believers, whether | ing power, where in reality it is not feared! 
more or less, from the demerit of their actions.—| We are aware that it may be objected, that the 


transgressor does not know he shall be punished, 
and consequently he may be supposed to stand 
in fear ; but we are also aware that this objee- 
tion wants force. Because, if the sinner does 
not know he shall not be punished, he certainly 
does not intend to, when the terms of escape are 
so easy ; and which, however late, he'is assured 
¢ X will be effectual. The terms he is told, may be 
of th4nost innocent man’ in community, for a| reduced to a single wish-or, a thought of peni- 
murdy committed by the mést guilty, so far) tence, before he leaves this world: eam with 
from ing thought the guardian of the public! these, he is morally certain.he cai comply. Se 
moralsgnd the public safety, would be judged by | that if there is any truth in argument, or fair and 
all met\\to be a most ferocious end barbarous! legitimate conclusions from admitted . premises, 
monstet,or a lunatic. Nor would such an ap-| the benefits intended by denouncing punisliment 
plicationof law, ever once be theught to les-| for sin, are completely neutralized by the uneer= . 
sen the deyands of justice against the criminal. tainty of its infliction, 3 ; 

On the conyary, the magistrate himself would| 4. We object tothe received opinion respect+ 
be deemedlso worthy of death. And have! ing punishment, because it evidently bas an ito 


Christian professors no remorse ig -esezibing to} moral tendency. That this tenderey is oftes 
Almighty Goa, a course of condugt, that would 


degrade théintlects of both men and dévils!— 
It would sefn that justice merely required 


an amount ¢f sufering, and that. it was 
indifferent 


1. Because it would be unjust to punish one 
jarson for the faults of another ; more especially 
sdin this case, where the iqnoCent must suffer 
fotthe guilty ; and how the pers@mal sufferings 
of 4sus Christ can be supposed to #ffect the de- 
sertiot the transgressor, defies all conjecture !— 
Thehagistrate, who should order the execution 











: | ciples and affections of human yxature; ~ve_ mos? 
“auch! cheerfully admit ; but that it ¢ alway dove, i¢/4 
wholly | certain as any fact, the evidgfice of whieh ops 


t ty the deity, whether i¢-as endured|on observation, Letanya@oan read the hiayty of 
by the guiltyor theinnocent—by ne or by all. | the Christian chareh,wi 





the guiltyor theinnocent—t this subject befgeh 
If this be intreality\ustice, it isa happiness to! aiid he will perceive that the crimes y#4lti 
the world thit its prictical appligation has aot jas the traces of the goetrine ofa view 

been introduted into the affairs ofmen, Ry eer seine 


is 


partially counteracted by che natyraily good prio- / 


could it con. fy 
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Satly be otherwise, if the principles which 

F som the mind have any influence over the 
/@ed x ~ in this case, the believer is persua- 
ver ugh itis his duty todo right, he is not 
*asWe able for the consequences of the wrong 
-@ may do. In his apprehension, Christ endur- 
ed the penalty by proxy, which is attachable to 
his transgression. The consequence has been, 
and will be, while tins opinion prevails, that too 
many will avail themselves of the spirit of their 
creed, and brave the veangeance of Heaven, if 
they have the prospect of escaping the scrutiny 
of man. 

The evidence of the propriety of these remarks, 
may be fairly drawn from the admissions of oth- 
ers. Who is it that charges upon the doctrine 
ofthe restitution a tendency to licentiousness ? 
It is the believer in a vicariousatonement. And 
why does he presume'this is the tendency 1 Be- 
cause he erroneously suppuses, that the believers 
in that doctrine maintain that they are not ac- 
countable for their sins. Thank God, we have 
not been left to believe this. But for once, we 
are disposed to take them at their word and would 
ask, why that particular opinion, which would 
make a Universalist wicked, will not have the 
same effect, when believed by the members of a- 
ny cther denomination? They admit that it 
should have this effect on us—we maintain that 
it has the effect on them! 

III. It is generally supposed, that the wages 
of sin, when inflicted,is infinite, endless, and per- 
fect misery. To this we object :-— 

1. Because it is not proportioned to the of- 
fence. Strict and impartial justice, and such is the 
justice of God, apportiens its corrections to the 
demerit of the action. But there is no propor- 

- ti een finite actions and infinite conse- 
quentes. Resides,every wicked action must be 
finite, or any conceivable number cannot be so. 
And if every sinful act"is deserving of infinite or 
endless punishment, then as many infinities, both 
of duration and misery, are necessary to the sat- 
isfaction of the claims of justice. If, however, 
this were tie fact, it would be eternally inypossi- 

ble, even for the Deity, to render te man, much 
less to every man, the reward of his hands. Now 
the Scriptures do positively assert, that the re- 
ward of every manis according to his works— 
that is, in proportion to their merit or demerit.— 
Bat isaninfinite and endless consequence pro- 
portioned to a finite act !—the duration of an ab- 
solute eternity, to a mere point of time, and 
which, at most, cannot exceed some seventy or 
eighty years? In nothing but religion do men 
ever reason inthis manner. 

In addition to the considerations here urged, 

2 Saviour has assured us, that the degrees of 

norance or knowledge in the transgressor, 
muld determine the degrees of correction.— 

t where men knew the right and choose the 

g, they should be beaten with “many 
fFAS,” while those who kiew it not, and did 

thin} ‘worthy of stripes, shelf be beaten with 
few."\ But itis the distinction of many and few 

Preseted in an equal and undistinguished eter- 

nity? \n cternity, where misery is without in- 
ternuissio,, and where the energies of Oumipo- 
pnce are exerted, to give it an overwhelming ef- 

. Noman, iy his right mind, can pretead 

nd none, who igasons, will assert it. 

\We object to the common opinion re- 

Pectifig the duration of punishment, because it 

’ a aWey the possibility of a benefit to the pun- 

eed scriptures are express on this sub- 
r) y r 4 
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just to save a@ solitary sinner. 
not feel abashed and horror struck at thdea of 







either peace in hell, or a place for a period o 
enjoyment when endless duration shall have 
led away 1 This is not, cannot be pretended 


of the dreadful miseries of the damned,pe 
very reverse of all this is constantly urged... 
are told, that when period after period of 


tossed victim of Almighty wrath and ho 


vocates of sentiments like these, suppose a ne- 
fit in the chastisement they describe 2? Nonor 
can they, till contraditions shall be recosled, 
the order of nature changed, hell converte !nto 
heaven, and endless sufferings become e*!4St- 
ing joy. . 

3. We object to the common doctrine end- 
less punishment, as the consequence of + 3 be- 
cause, if inflicted could not admit of thessible 
salvation of its subjects. To suppose it, wld be 


just to inflict such misery on every trasressor, 


would be to suppose, that it was eterly un- 
But » does 


charging the blessed and immaculate id with 
injustice? And who but must feel the sbarass- 
ment of a system, which positively dri its vo- 
tariesto the dreadful alternative of eigning 
the whole human race to the deepest d most 
heart-rending damnation forever ; ofs¢ sup- 
poses the unsty and harmony of the slections 
of God eternally violated. rh 
Fer ou sy confiding as we do ine inflic- 
tion of tigen suffering which well pun- 
ishment, On every sinner—if that ishment 
were deservedly endless, we should fver de- 
spair of the salvation of even one of ahe * offs- 
pring of man. And were this point ne, that 
sin deservesgfvending misery, conce@ to our 
opposers,it would involve them in the gadful cer 
tainty of its full and equal inheritanceY es, give 


doctrine true, and it will insure, irrepably in 
sure their own unceasing damnation. And could 
this subject be preggee as it ought tbe, upg 

their attention, it tight, in time, ause thy 

from the spi stupor in which agll-foun¢® 
confidence has involved them. It isatterimf° 
the vanity, and soothing to the pridef poor?¥- 


are exercised thereby.” My God ! and is th WW 


On the contrary, in all the terifying descript#s 


t- 
less ages shall have been numbered, the d- 


despair, will lift up his eyesin the dark ade 
of his sufferings, and exclaim, “how lon? 
Lord, how long! and that he shall read on %€ 
rising flames of his torments, on the wal of 
his infernal prison, and in the countenane of 
his God, the answer for ever !"* And can t@d- 


them the ungrateful privilege of havigheir own 


No fact is more plainly impressed upon the 
pages of divine revelation than this—that all men 
are sinners. It is asserted in almost every form 
which could convey the idea. By one we v-e 
told, “that there is none that doeth good”; tv an- 
other, that “there is not a just man ther doeth 
good and sinneth not”; by another sti)', “that all 
have gone out ofthe way, there is nene that 
doeth good, no, not one.” Let, then, the rod 
of equal justice be suspended with equal terror 
over the guilty millions efthe family of man,— 
And if it fall, for the honor of God, let it fall on 
every transgressor. Butifthe toils and blood 
and death of Christ, avert this dreadful destiny 
from any portion, let the impartiality of eternal 
wisdom protect and save the whole of Adam’s 
guilty race. Even this would not rescue the 
views we are examining, from absurdity—but it 
would make its professors consistent with them- 
selves, : 


4, We object to the opinion, that the death 
named in the text means strictly eternal punish- 
ment ; because it is asserted in the Scriptures, that 
persons who had actually suffered it, were thenin 
a state of salvation. 

Thus, in the gospel of John, v. 24, our Saviour 
says : “Ife thatheareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation, but is passed: 
from death unto life.” 

Here we may remark, that the believer is said - 
to have passed from death to hfe—not from a 
liability to die, but from death itself. Now, 
had this death been any proper part of end- 
less misery, or even an endless death, men could 
not pass from it either to life, or any other con- 
ceivable state. ; 

The apostle John, 1 Epistle, iii 24, has estab- 
lished a criterion, by which every man may 
know wheathes be has passed from death to life— 
in one word, whether he is dead or alive. ve 
know that we have passed from dea:ii to life, 
cause we love the brethren. He that loveth not 
his brother abideth in death.” Love, the blessed 
firvit of that faith which purifies the heart, gives 
- professor the joy of moral emancipation 

‘om death—whist he, who feels‘not its redeem- 
ng power, still abideth in the deepest darkness, 

Finally, the great apostle of the Gentiles, as- 
sures us, Eph. 11: 1, that God had quickened, that 
is, made alive, those who were dead in sins. 

Had endless death, that is, punishment, been 
any part of the system of the divine dealings 
with man, we should most certainly have 
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duous fact, in distinet and intelligible term, 





man nature, to contemplate, in prospet th¢?- 
utterable misery of our wicked neipborsy ** 
is so little realized in the dim distane of , 
ture, that even the kind hearted and ,ffeq#te 
view its certainty, as they suppose, wih a? i 
and stupid indifference. But let it se PUS%t 
home to the hearts of these cold spq@f?'?— 
bring them dewn from the lofty seats neied 
security, and teach them, that the sam al des- 
tiny awaits themselves, and it will #°° hich 
feeling and new inquiries. The senti oa - 
they have .so long and so fondig°™S)°% 
without question or examination, Jf N. —_ 
pass the ordesl of a most critical ¥f ° i ied 
would be recaved at which ref” — ait 
nothing believed, which would £"° uit the be- 
nevolent r ofthe univg 3 [7Ne every 
thing would exploded, wig." F — 
would constitste infinite digg "OP" as Sorc 
tiny of men, «r place in bntradiction 
the moral attbutes of the 
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- y\ uage of Finney. 


been directly informed of that most erm 


But this is no where done. On the -on. 
trary, the Saviourand the apostles teach us i 
the most unequivocal manner, that those whe 
were dead were made alive ; and thereby assure 
us, that it is but a temporary evil: one, over which 
the gospesl will ultimately triumph, when there 
shall be nomore death. 

From the last partieular, one very important 
fact is established. It is this—that the d eath con 
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sequent upon sin, is no barrier to ultimate salva- 
tion. ‘The very same individual may be the 
subject of death, and of redemption by the 
gospel. The common hypothesis renders this 
impossible, by supposing, that when the sinner 
becomes the proper subject of the consequences 

of his crimes, his condition is irrevocably fixed. 

That his doom is as immutable asthe throne of 
God, and the duration of his woe only measured 

by the periods of eternity. Nor does it admit | 
that the demerits of sin, and theblessings of sal. / , 
vation,can both be realized by the same persons, 
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and live to die no more—that death shall be de- 
stroyed, all things made new, and that all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God. 

The plain import of the text, is this—thay all 
sin will be punished ; that the punishment of sin 
is called death, and that this death will be of the 
same duration as the sinful dispositiou. From 
corresponding portions of Scripture, we learn, 
that death is the term generally used by the Al- 
mighty, to designate the penalty—or rather, con- 
sequence of sin; and that it was immediately in- 
flicted. Wow this latter circumstance, could ev- 
er have been overlooked, is one of the unac- 
countable things that serves to distinguish an a- 
postate church. All human experience (of 
which most men have enough on this subject) un- 
equivocally admonishes us, that “the way of 
transgressors is hard ;” and all the teachings of 
divine truth have associated sin and misery. 

The very first command, ever uttered by the 
mouth of God to his creature man, is accompan- 
ied by this solemn and alarming assurance—“in 
the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt sure- 
ly die.”” The man did eat—his consequent guilt, 
fear and shame, demonstrate, that he felt the aw- 
ful verity of the denunciation—a_ truth, render- 
ed more dreadful by the voice of the Eternal, 
heard in the cool of that very day, which sealed 
the assurance already anticipatéd, that sin was 
incompatible with an abode in Paradise. 

Not withstanding the palpable evidence, that 
sin and death, or punishment were in this in- 
stance, connected immediately as cause and ef- 
fect ; still a period of time has been supposed to 
elapse between them, marked by the duration of 
human life, at least and in this instance, estima- 
ted at athousand years. Let the advocates for 
the dissociation of sin and misery learn, that ‘sin 
when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” 

“en this subject is put beyond controversy, by 
most interesting communication to the house of 
Israel], by the prophet Eezekiel. We are there 
informed, that ‘the soul that sinneth, it shall die ; 
and subsequently, what shall be the precise du- 
ration of that death. “When the wicked man 
turneth away from his wickedness that he hath 
commited and doeth that which is lawful and 
right, he shall save his soul alive.” 

The period of sin is, therefore, the period of 
punishment. So long, and no longer, are the 
wages of sin incurred, and moral death endured. 
In view of this important truth, we recur, with 
great satisfaction and gratitude to God, for the 


He that dies cart never live. Thanks be to God) his ware, he might waste the fragrance of his 
that his word assures us, that the dead shall live,\ck orthodoxy and eloquence in the region of 


chery, but the conscientious Catholic, while 
aughed at his folly, would pity him and pray 
his conversion. 
1 objection (the preacher said) was started 
1e infidel Calvin, against withholding the cu 
the laity. Calvin thus spoke in his Insti- 
—“From the Devil’s workshop a law went 
which robs Christians of half the su 
Hence it might be inferred that Calvin 
intimately acquainted with the secrets and 
rs of the prison-house, or he could not 
SpPiso authoritatively. But suppose Catholics 
do}y the cup to the laity—if that cup only 
CObs a drop of common wine (and not as 
Cakes maintain, the blood of Christ) what in- 
Jury¥they sustain? “Should not the Calvin- 
istiGhisters, the projectors of mock temper- 
ieties, feel obliged to us for so doing? 
1 tore so, if our communion wine, unlike 
their§quires a little alcohol in it 1” 
Sufere the silly sophisms which a deluded 
f John Calvin had brought against the 
, clarations of Almighty God. As well 
might} minister commit a handfull of chaff to 
the tett expecting it to be more effectually 
d, and directed against the eternal 
ar up the deep foundations of the 
suppose, in the malice of his heart 
f his soul, that Calvinistic increduli- 
ty and s§stry can invalidate the words of the 
Saviour. 
In c 



































sion, he said, if the Calvinistic ag- 
gressor Sd God and the Church of Christ 
with half} zeal and fidelity that he had enr 
deavored trengthen the crazy and crumbling 
edifice of}lvyinism in this land of frgedom, he 
might havi conscience more at ease ? he would 
not bear testimony against his neighbors ; 
and wouldive saved him (the preacher) the 
trouble of $ning his foul aspersions, of fling 
ing them b@into his teetly and making him 
swallow the} He should prove in a future lec- 
ture, that th ctrines of Calvin had an. infidel 
and tyrannic dency. Calyinism was like the 
sepulchre, fal the eye, but within full of pes- 
tilance. It ike the apple of Eden—it might 
tempt by its Bward show, but its taste was 
death. like the apple of Sodom—it 
nderer, but if he touched it, 
ht but dust and rottenness.— 






Like the Bohonfpas, it would suffer nothing to 
bloom or flouritin its withering range; the 
scourge of God, fmurde ppiness, liberty 
and life. ' . 





assurance, that “where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound. That as sin hath reigned un- 
to death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” Hence we look forward to a glori- 
‘ous time, when there shall be no more death ; 
and when moral purity and life shall be the por- 
tion, and constitute the joy of the intellectual 
ereation—when God shall be all in all.—Amen. 
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DR. BEECHER ANDTHE CATHOLICS. 

The following are some specimens of the man- 
ner in which Dr. O'Flaherty treats Dr. Beecher 
and the Calvinistic system. Dr. B. has at length 
fallen into the hands of a man who can apply 
the words “heretic,” “infidel,” &c. to him as 
fluently and with as much assurance as he has 
been in the habit of applying such epithets to 
others. We extract from a report of one of Dr. 
or 8 Lectures, as published in the Boston Cou- 














COMB NICATIONS. 


(FOR THE UNIPRgaLisT WATCHMAN.] 
Mr. Beix,—Sir, I Pow not that you admit articles 
into your paper in opfMition to the doctrine you advo- 
cate, but I have though F to give you anoppartuni- 
ty of refusing so to do ihou haye the disposition, [n 
your last I noticed as rticle over the signature of 
“Enquirer” containing @#eral passages of Scripture 
which the writer seemed @think “opponents to Univer- 
salism’’ are unable to exPain consisteatly-sith their 
theory. Af least I inferredjhis from his remarks, and 
his manner of introducing thige scriptures. Now, sis, it 
appears strange{o me that eiher yourself or Enquirer’, 
can discover any proof of the Yoctrine of Universalism in 
these passages o{ scripture, \{ will assure «“Sequirer” 
that I have no wish to evade the positive declarations of 
scripture.” No, God forbid; but | do not consider that 
“opponents to Universalism,” are obliged to put the 
same constructiot upon these “declarations of scripture” 

















- i to 
the Watchmam I am not driven» ># ; ee aocieretlinis” 
lemma of either evading these ‘ ast degree the doc- 
or explaining them to favor im fhe le." | onsider my- 
trine advocated by Universalists. Ido.  . these 
self under any obligation, however, 4 Show 9g? has 


passages do not favor that doctrine, unti) ‘Enqui. ~~ 
shown how they do favorit. Universalists ave im tne 
habit of accusing “opponents to Universalism, of quoting 
along string of scriptures to prove their doctrine with- 
out commenting on them. I would say ‘Physician heal 
thyself.” Is not “Enquirer” as justly censurable in this 
instance as his ‘opponents’? have been? a single 
comment accompanies the scriptures quoted by “Enquir- 
er.” 1 would take the liberty, Mr. Editor, of saying to 
your correspondent, ,“*Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so to them.” AndI 
would further say thatif you will show how the scrip. 
ture you have quoted prove the doctrine of Universal- 
ism, I will show how they do nof, on condition thatI can _ 
do it through the medium of the Universalist Watchmans 
as I wish to have my remarks read by the same persons 


who read those of ‘*Enquirer.” 
“OPPONENT TO UNIVERSALISM.” 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIsST WATCHMAN, | 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


Mr. N, a Tract distributor in the town of S. called 
last winter, on a rustic farmer, by the name of L. and 
introduced himself by asking him if he wanted any tracts. 
“Tracts,” no said Mr, L. “1 make my own Tracts.”— 
But you do not understantl me, said Mr. N., I mean 
printed tracts, at the same time handing him one.— 
‘sWhat is it,” said Mr. Ly ‘The Dairympn’s Daughter,” 
was the reply. ‘‘Dairyman‘s daughter!—I don’t want 
any better Dairyman than my wife is—shé keéps the best 
dairy in town,” 


GLI 
ANOTHER. 
A person who had joined the Temperance Gocietf 
lately accosted his neighbor in the following manner.— ~ 
‘* How is it that you preserve your spirits (meaning home 
made) so pure? I cannot keep mine.” I donot belong 
to the Temperance Society was the reply. 





i) 

[FoR THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN.] 
Mr. Bsii,—Will ‘you have the goodness to insert 
the following Dialogue? It took place between Mr.Ab- 
ner Kneeland and Rev. Dolphus Skinner. Mr. Knee- 
land it seems considers al] maz.kind brethren without a 
Father. A. 
K. Well, I donot profess to belieye any thing, oria 
the existence of any being, except whatI can see with 
my natural eyes, or take cognizance of by one of my five 
natural senses. 
8. But there are certain phenomena in ature that 
you cannot explain, that you know do exist, some of 
which are, and others are not, cognizable by your natu- 
ral senses ? 

K, Yes: for instance, perforate a fig with a needle, 
and take out one drop of its juice, we can discover by 
the help of the microscope, a multitude of living crea- 
tures, apparently as large as woodchucks, sporting and 
playing with each other up and down the needle, in this 
qne drop of liquid. 

S, This, Sir, ought to be good evidence to you that 
there are beings in existence that you cannot discqget 
with your natural vision. 

K. Well, you cannot see and believe as Ido 
though you probably will when your locks get 
as mine are. 

S. Itis barely possible that the infirmities 
may bring me to that ; but I hope and believe 

K. ell I still feel friendly to you, and tv 
salists generally—I shall still call you brother—in¢ 
call all mankind brethren—they all belong te my fa 
now. 

S. But, sir, is it net somewhat remarkable and u 
accountable that there should be so large, sovery numer- 
ous a family of children without any father ? 

K. I have been unable to discover or obtain any 
Pnawlnigs ot th DP : 

8S. Weil, ad always supposed that to consfitute . 

Sather—Lsee not haw 
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The Calvinistie aggressor might hawk and ped- 


{which ‘Enquire;” may put upon them, or the editor of 


be bestowed 1 


the appellation of 
supposition. 
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[roR THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN.] 
TO DR. E. F. CRANDEL. 
Saxonpille, Moreau, N. ¥. April 12, 1881. 
“\Sir,—In the dispute which you introduced after the 
service last evening, you quoted these words as a pas- 
of Scripture, “if ye die in your sins, where God 
Christ are, ye never can eome.” On my assuring 
you that the passage was not in the Bible, you affirmed 
that it was; and you did so not once or, twice only, but 
you repeated the affirmation not less than half a dozen 
times. 1n this case, either you or I must have stated a 
adirect falsehood, for you not merely said that the above 
statement was in the bible, but that you knew that it 
was there?’ and even went so far as to say that my bible 


was not like yours, unless itwas in mine. Now I make 
you an offer that you may be induced either to convince 


ime of Stating a falsehood, by proving that you were cor- 
rett, or to acknowledge that you erred-in making that 
statement. I will give you TEw DOLLARs to point out 
the chapter and verse of the Bible, where the foregeing 
quotation is found. This sum will be sufficient to com- 
pensate you for reading the New Testament through in 
course several times, if not the whele Bible ; and a doub- 
le advantage might be derived from such an undertak- 
ing. You might become better acquainted with the 
Scriptures, and by that means be able to cite some of the 
passages on which you found your knowledge. 

That you may not, however, be elated with the idea 
that you bad found some passages so nearly like the above 

, as tosuppose that 1 was ignorant of them, I 
will quote all the texts, so far as my memory serves me, 
in which our Lord speaks of going where any could not 
come, and also of dying in their sing. John 7: 
83, 34—“Then said Jesus unto them, yet a little while 
ami with you, and then I go unto him that sent me.— 
Ye shall seek me and shall not find me; and where I 
am thither ye cannot come.’’ John 8: 21—“Then said 
Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek 
me & shall die in your sins,whither I go ye cannot come.” 
Again verse 24, “I said therefore unto you that ye shall 
die in_your sins; for if ye believe not that 1am he, ye 

~ shall die in your sins.” John 13: 38—“Little children, 
yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me, and 
as [ said unto the Jews, Whither I go you cannot come, 
so now I say unto you.”’ Again verse 36—‘‘Simon Pe- 
ter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus an- 
swered him, WhitherI go thou canst not follow me now; 
but thou shalt follow me afterwards.” 

Further, [ would inquire in what light I am to regard 
your veracity, sir, when you repeatedly affirmed that I 
am not a Universalist, after [had plainly and explcitly 

preached that doctrine in your presence, and afterwards 
occupied nearly an hour in defending it against your 
attacks? Andeven to this morning as Iam informed, 
you continue to assert that I am no more a Universalist 
than youare. For my own partI know not how you 
make this appear consistent with truth. I would also 
ask, how you know I do not preach the doctrine of re- 
pentance, when you have heard me deliver only one 
discourse and in that one, I did nor pass over that doc. 
tine without notice ? If these area fair sample of your 
eharacter for truth, I would recommend; to your notice 
some of those denunciations which you were so much 
disposed to urge on my attention in the dispute. See 
Rev. 21: 8. 

Tn the course of the dispute you made a statement to 
the fullowing effect, “That if God had consigned every 
individual of mankind to eternal punishment, his eharac- 
ter would still have been infinitely glorious.’? I do not 
sappose that in this instance, I have used precisely your 
own words; but that this was the amount of your state- 
meat ust admit; and in making such a statement, 
1 supose you were consistent with your creed. You 
al that God’s knowledge extended to the final con- 
dition of man, +0 that he knew before his creation what 
d be the result of introducing him into existence.— 
it then an act of goodness—an act that reflects glory 





‘creatares, and cause them to suffer aH that vengeance 
ran possibly inflict? To involve these perfectly inno- 
at creatures (for innocent they certainly were before 
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a being, to bring from nonexistence, multitudes of 


the infliction of infinite misery, without a design of ac- 
complishing any good thereby, is this the character of 
pure benevolence? What then would be « character of 


infinite evil? Imagine a being perfectly evil, as the sup- 
posed devil is represented to be, and suppose him to pos- 
sess power to create and sustainin existence multitudes 
of intelligent creatures, like ourselves capable of enjoy- 
ing and suffering, and suppose him to inflict on these 
creatures the greatest evil that malice could devise, I 
ask, What could it be greater than misery infinite ip de- 
gree and endless in duration? For myself, I can think 
of but one thing which could enhance their misery, and 
that would be to permit them totaste the blessisgs of 
happiness, that their sufferings might be the] more in- 
tolerable. But what is the difference between this sup- 
posed being and that god who should create with a de- 
sign to make hiscreatures endlessly miserable? « who 
should bring them into existence with a perfect knowl- 
edge that they would suffer interminable anguisbin con- 
sequence of their creation? I envy not the peron who 
worships such a being; but I rejoicein the fillel ief 
thatour Father in heaven will bless both you and me 
and all mankind with eternal salvation. 
Respectfully yours, 
A. FULLER. 
Dr. E. F. Cranpet. 
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WATCHMAN AND REPOSITORY. 
WOODSTOCK, APRIL 30, 1831. 


‘I have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jeruvalem,” &e, 











“TREMENDOUS SOLEMNIY.” 

We learn from a correspondent to the “ VemontChron- 
icle” that there isa terrible shaking may dry bones 
at Middlebury, Vt. It ‘seems that the inistic farce 
ot getting up what they call revivals, is in“full tide ot 
successful experiment,” as may be seen frm the follow- 
ing paragraph : 

The scene of the last evening—Tursday eve- 
njng—that last and great day of tliefeast, I will 
not attempt to describe. Its impoing solemni- 
ties depended on circumstances 10 delicate to 
admit a description. When may —I will not 
conjecture how many—when a Jege number of 
persons of different ages and clases presented 
themselves ag anxious sinners, equesting the 
prayers of their Christian friends/he overwhelm- 
ing solemnity of the scene couldonly be felt by 
those, who were permitted to winess it; it can- 
not be so described as to excite‘ympathetic fee- 
lings in other minds. _ It seeped as if an awful 


crisis had asrived; and the detiny of immortal 
souls was about to be decid he exercises 
of this evening byggght the gpointed meeting, 


to aclose. The@purch, horever, with many 
anxious sinners, held a meeing yesterday, not 
at all inferior in point of inerest and apparent 
efficacy to any which had preceded. Indeed, 
the meetings, during the/rhole season—“the 
four days,” were all crowded and solemn. The 
prayers were appropriate~absorbing to the pi- 
ous soul, and, it seen, prevalent with God. 
The sermons and addreses were fall of truth ; 
and generally delivered with great simplicity, 
pungency and directness, Of course, the result 
was such as may alwaysbe expected, when the 
two great agencies of thegospel areso powerful- 
ly and so continuously ércised—when as much 
sanctifying truth is exhilited,accompanied by so 
many “effectual, ferve prayers ;"—the results 
twere such, as your corespondent, Presbuteros, 
has shown might reasmably be anticipated from 


such a “protracted peeting,” prwperly called 
and pie * The results were, 
did I say; the results, will be 
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tecome, But surely 
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the present appearances are glorious, and, to 


many, astonishing, closing the mouth of the seof- 
fer, and causing the Christian tocry out, What 
hath God wrought!” Many, who had hitherto 
lived without God in the world, are now rejoie- 
gin in hope. Many are anxiously inquiring, 
what they must do to be saved. And an awtul so- 
leumity seems to rest on the minds of a large 
portion of the community. 

And now Mr. Editor, let me request, for the 
members of our College, Academy, and Female 
Seminary, and for the inhabitants of this village 
and town, an interest in your prayers, and in the 


prayers of every Christian, who may read this 
communication. Oh, it is a critical moment 


with us—a season of awful interest and tremen- 
dous solemnity—a season big with consequences 
toimmortal souls, to the chureh of Christ, and 
perhaps to the far distant heathen. 

Let me likewise entreat Christians and Chris- 
tian Ministers to consider, whether all our 
churches do not need the influence of the reiter- 


ated exhibitions of divine truth, and the special, 


united and persevering prayers, for which these 
“protracted meetings” furnish the occasion. 
Let them take up again the Chronicle of the 
18th and 25th ult. and reconsider the argument 
of Presbuteros in favor of such meetings. Let 
them be persuaded to make arrangements for 
holding them in every town in the state ; and let 
them do it with the least possible delay. Breth- 
ren, what you do, you must do quickly. 

According to the above paragraph the Calvinistic elee- 
gy have succeeded to a charm in producing mental de- 
rangement jamong the Collegians, and no doubt they 
will make a profitable business of it. People must fisst 
be frightened out of their senses before they can be made 
the fit tools of the Chureh and State party. This revival 
fever is spreading over our country asdid the plague in 
Egypt, though far more destructive and appalling in its 
course. Four days meetings have been held of late tn 
all parts of the United States, and the play actors have | 
the audacity to charge their effects to Almighty God 1F 
They know fora certainty that light is diffusing itself so 
rapidly, that unless they can manage by some means to 
operate upon the passions of the weak and timid, their 
cause must soon sink to rise no more.Sat yn has come down 
with great power knowing his time is short. We trust 
the present excitement will eventuate in good, and that 
God will make this wrath and extreme impiety of the 
ministers of darkness ‘to praise him,’’ and what will not 
contribute to this end, ‘he will restrain.” Men will 
soon learn that “‘pure religion” is not to be found in the 
“great and strong wind,’ in the “earthquake,” nor in 
the “fire,” but in the ‘still small voice” of reason which 
teaches to relieve the wants of the distressed widew 
and orphan, and keep ourselves unspotted from the world. 
Do unto others as we “would they that should do unto 
us.” “Let him that stole, steal no more, and instead of 
wandering about frem house to house, and neglecting our 
domestice concerns to attend “solemn assemblies,” four 
or five days in the week, and thus breaking the fourth 
commandment, we should “labor, working with our 
hands, and eat our bread with thankfulness of heart— 
“Thus saith the Lord, Bring no more vain oblations, the 
calling of assemblies I cannot away with; your appoint 
ed feasts my soul hateth, they are a trouble unto me ; I 
am weary to bear them:it is iniquity even the solema 
meeting. And when ye spread forth your hands, J wil! 
hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make many 
prayers, I will not’ hear; your hands are full of blood. 
Wash you, make you clean, put away the evil of yous 
doings before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do 
well; soek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow. What doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee but to do justly,and to love mercy, ahd to 






ail cheir 








. walk humbly with thy God 


with “the oppressed,” let them leave money, food, 
clothing. Instead of pleading with the 
fatherless for their last penny, 
Then shall their light break forth as the morning, 


their righteousness will go before them. Then” 


he shall say, Here I am.” 


st —-2on— 

Since writing the above we have seen an extract from 
an article in the -«Boston Recorder,” (a leading Calvin- 
istic paper printed in Boston) of March 20, in which the 
author discountenances the measures now ir. vogue for 


getting up revivals, It will be seen that some of the 
most rigid among the Orthodox agree with us in opinion 
respecting the means by which these wonderful excite- 


ments are effected. The following are the remarks al- 
luded to :— 


It will be admitted tha 
not heretofore been 
in the Congregation 
have prevailed amon 


Will Baptists. Our 
ted and successful 


t these measures have 
practiced in New England, 
al Churches, though they 
g the Methodists and Free 
most judicious, able, devo- 
ministers have not adopted 
them, unless to a very limited extent. They 
have not, for instance, regarded a constant at- 
tendance on religious meetings for several days 
in succession, as desirable ; and five or six pub- 
lic exercises in a day for three or four days and 
evenings, are almost one continued, uninterrupt- 
meeting. These meetings are attended with 
almost every circumstance which ean excite emo- 
tion, enlist the sympathies of the heart, and af 
fect the passions. My fears are, that time and 
Opportunity are wanting, for them to search the 
the heart, to review the life, to peruse the Bible, 
te pray in secret, to collect the thoughts on this 
most solemn and important of all topics, to know 
what mIDesner of spirit they are of, and ‘to form 
lutions for eternity in that deliberate 
manner they ought. In any circumstances, the 
time of a revival is a 


\ most critical period with 
awakened sinners ; an 


If the leaders of these 
‘solemn meetings’ would be successful in improving the 
moral condition of mankind let them first ‘-putaw ay the 


evil oftheir (own) doings.” Instead of leaving Tracts 


and | among us. 
“widow and ““number 
let them plead for them. 


churches, the pr: 
highly injurious 
gion. I should 
ent advised, to fi 
Ita 
the peafte 


pj me full ear 


The Boston TelegAp 


Dr. Ely in speaking Mr 


the mire. Howevegm 
ject pertinent ; they 


There is no suly 
specting which w 
ed, than that of , 
been in the habit 
ligion as a very 
work. We feel si 
revival of religio 
most cordially to 
confess, however, 
confidence has gre 
but in the statema 
given of them. | 
tion and peeenery 
appear in many o 
so much exagger: 
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bers, who are ho 
grace, which is sn 


ous places throughne 


descriptions of a vof 
circumstances, whoe 


shocked in view 9 


sons of peculiar intt. 





dthere are ten thousand 
tendencies to hasty conclusions and false hopes. 
Under these circumstances, must not those ten. 
dencies be multiplied 1 
Is it judicions to call u 
manifest their determinations publicly, by rising, 
by taking an “anxious seat,” or in any other 
manner, so as to pledge themselves to repent and 
seek the salvation of their souls? My difficulty 
i$, that many will be likely to do this, under the 
excitement of the occasion, in a state of mind far 
from composed. and deliberate ; while they are 
very ignorant of their motives, and ignorant of 
the real purport of the pledge they give, Re- 
membering the deceitfulness of the human heart 
and viewing the natural operation of the predis- 
posing causes, I should expect those to be most 
ready to promise who would prove the last to 
fulfil. 1 should expect the most precious and 
durable fruits from those who formed their reso- 
lutions to come over on. the Lord’s side, in a 
more retired and trembling manner, 
know that some denomination 


pon anxious sinners to 


t 


ed toseek other places fj 
citements which prevail 
writes: 


which have so frequly 


these forced revivals 
they are intended to P 





4 


Casting our eyes 


religious periodicals, 


here are now powe 


religion, in Philadel 
York, New Haven, 





8s have lon 
had the habit of pronouncing favorably on the 
cases of anxious sinners as soon as they obtain 
peace ; also of proclaiming them on the spot, 
and publishing them abroad. I ha 


ve not doubt- 
that there were real conversions amon 


ce 


ju d an 
tid fie sé 


Stonington Borough, 
Conn ; at Becket, F 


es in Massachusetts ; 


leges ; and at Salina, 
acuse, Utiea, and m 
gi N. Y 


+3; as well as at 


Hampshire, and . 


ge 
ntful progress 0 
be grieved, 
lar practice intr 
ly enough to result. fe ot 
uine co is : 

aia Svaalie of religious excitements ; but, then we 
cannot believe, that those measures are such 


either the Holy Spirit, or the Bible 
We deem it as important, to distinguish 


least a few weeksrtain the nature o 
and | change and give ¢ to others. 
they 


may “eal and the Lord shall answer,” they may cry and | fom the pen of Revjateher on the same subject. 


istic up to the hub.”jink this full deep enoughin 


following : 


jourselves more perplex- 

f religion. 
‘dering a revival of re- 
nd sacred, and glorious 
and when we hear ofa 
our spontaneous desire 


yithin a few years, our 
iminished, not in revivals, 


t many accounts which 
feligious periodicals, are 


ab t 
of very little credifespect both to the num- 
born into the kingdom 
of Christ, and the ineness of the work of 
to be going on, in vari- 


sometimes sicken jxeeedingly grieve, at the 
hyperbolical langutoo often used, in giving 


said to exist ; ang 09 sometimes greatly 
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d as | apparent revivals 
yrs eer vdl- dinary exertions; 


r they have 


ril 9th contains an article 


. T. says he is—Calvin- 
his remarks on this sub- 


clegiastical record, re- 


We have 


We have frankly to 


descriptions which are 
convinced, by observa- 


o render them worthy 


country. Our hearts 


grace, or of particular 
cur where revivals are 


unscriptural measures, 


which are not unfrmtly pursued, at such sea- 


Indeed, when we read 


newspaper accountirevivals of religion, un- 
ess we know somet of the church or minis- 
ter where they are j to exist, or of the corres- 
pondent who desigg favor the religious com- 
munity with the ching intelligence, we are 
constrained to recefhem either with great a- 
batement for the hybole, or with very little 
credit, on account, so many misstatements 


occurred. 


The same Mr. T. hapressed it as his opinion that 

n injury to the cause which 
be inasmuch as there are gen- 
erally more Universalig the place subsequent to such 
revivals than there werteviously—That it is not un- 
frequently the case thhey have been the means of 
breaking up churches, atheir pastors have been oblig- 
apport. Concerning the ex- 
t the present time, he thus 


r the pages of different 
find it announced, that 
nd extensive revivals of 
, in the city of New 
rtford and vicinity; at 


iddl 
ingh 


wn, Greenwich 





ious places in Ohio 














glance, our wonted 


is revived ; but, when we 


in particular. 





the passions, 
i a er grr “four days’ meetings,” we fear for the 


, and other pla- 
¥ale and Amherst Col- 
lius, Bridgewater, Syr- 
ther places in Western 


de Island, which we 
At the 
, at such intelligence, 






the fruits of some extradr- 
mall as very warm addresses to 
unseasonable public exer- 


doubt, that there may be 
he mi ony at the most boisterous 
, as 
Lorcaal 


true and false revivals of religion, as to distin 


i nuine and f; conversions, oF 
Coreen ounaae false religion ;so_ there can be 
no doubt that there are genuine and spurious re- 
vivals of religion, It is surely of vast impor- 
tance for Christians and Christian ministers to 
discern the signs of the times, and to be neither 
ignorant of Satan’s devices, nor taken in by his 
toils. 

We have given it_as our opinion, that these modprn re- 
vivals instead of being the work of the ‘Holy spisit,” are 
the work of artful and designing priests. Thiy is the 
opinion of Mr. Thatcher as will be seen by para- 
graph below. We hope our readers will preserve this 
paper and show itto their children, 
“And they again to theirs, 
That generations yet unborn ? 
May” show ‘“‘it to their heirs,”” 
That should after generations be signalized- by revivals 
of this description, they may refer to the writings of those 
distiriguished clergymen who have boldly protested a- 
gainst this artifiee of human invention. 
It is a remarkable fact, that measures for the 
promotion of revivals have, for several years past 
been received, adopted and pursued, from the 
force of example, or the sanction of popular sen- 
timent ; as fashionable circles have received their 
patterns of dress from the French nation. A few 
years ago, the way to promote groper — 
or laity to itinerate, “two and two, 
pos Sa ne bos or make addresses, in church- 
es and congregations not their own. After that 
it was enjoined, as an imperative duty, in order 
to promote revivals, for Christian professors to 
select individual sinners, and pray for them, un 
til they were converted. We next heard of 
“anxious,” or “inquiry meetings,” as the grent 
and powerful engine in advancing the work of 
grace in the hearts of sinners. But we now / 
hear of “four days,” and morning prayer meet/ 
ings, as those means, which, above all, the Ho 
Spirit delights to bless. That all these diffe 
measures should be adopted, in different J 
of the country, forthe promotion of revive © 
religion, {according to ‘their novelty, or .. 
rent success for the time ty oe om 
what like prescribing to the spirit o 
grace the micdld in which he should opegte. We 
have no doubt however that the Holy iit acts 
as a Sovereign in the awakening, con 
conversion of sinners, and in visiti 
he pleases, with its powerful and 
fluence. We have no doubt lik 
1 rescribed, in his own w ‘ : 
which his people are to use, indvancing his 
own work ; and that from thesemeans, ¢ om 
not at liberty to depart. JFtannot seoh~ seaat 
dangerous undertaking to #ree - cp 
birth, than to force the natun#l birth ; and - -" 
Uzza puts forth his hand © stéady the ar ba 
God, contrary to his direttion, it may not ha 
surprising if he manifests his displeasure in 
most affecting and awfu}results. ie 
The Editor of the ‘-Philanshropist,” speaking of «‘Mod- 


OT ads Gale ‘al, » fF 8 










? 





that many of these 
























to France, he had two chaplains ; one a Luther- 
an, the other a Calvinist. ‘These holy men 

reached by turns ; but their sermons were only 
Filed with personal invectives. |Grotius beg- 
ged them to desist from abusing each other, and 
to endeavor to preach the gospel without wound- 
ing christian charity. This good advice neither 
of them relished. They went on in the old 
strain, growing, if any thing, more abusive to 
each other, alleging they must obey God rather 
than man. Grotius at length tired and asham- 
ed of his reverend mad men, dismissed them.— 
This they thought barbarous usage and persecu- 
tion. The Lutheran, in particular, went all a- 
beut expressing his astonishment that ‘Grotius 
a Christian ambassador should shut the mouth of 
the Holy Ghost”—that is, the mouth of his Chap- 
lain. 

The conduct of our modern revivalists, not 
unfrequenily brings this and similar anecdotes to 
mind, Notwithstanding our revival scenes are 
a disgrace to any Community, it is a perilous af- 
fair tospeak against them. They exhibit only 
@ prosttation of ail intellect, the abandonment of 
all deceacy, though they present the pretended 
pious wretch who produces them in a light which 
no deven\ man would, whispering to the women 
with look’ and gestures as if he were arranging 
an assignation, by no means honorable to the 
husband,—dealing forth the words of damnation, 
with glaring eyes, e fitful countenance and a sep- 
ulchral voice endeavoring to realize in the bo- 
soms of his hearers, the pangs of the oft imagin- 
ed hell—or sending up mock prayers, blasphe- 
mously invoking heaven to shake some individ- 
ual over hell—notwithstanding iniquity like this, 
is nearly all these revivals can exhibit, yet if one 
presumes to question their divine character he is, 
at once branded “infidel” and accused of ‘fight- 
ing against God.” 

In these revivals men make it their business 
to neglect their usual avocations, and to run a- 
bout + streets,or from house to house, insulting 
the good sense of community, outraging all sense 
of propriety, abusing individuals, and keeping all 
by the ears. Their impertinent questions are 
addressed to almost every one they meet : “Have 
you made your peace with God?” “Have you 
got religion?” ‘You are an awful sinner.”— 
‘You deserve to goto Hell.” “Repent or you 
gli be damned,” are the polite salutations they 
r,and the proofs they give us of their good 

ing; but if one should remind them that 
St. \aul cautioned us nat to be ‘busy hodies,’ and 
that\ey had better attend to their own concerns 
& to} mending their morals and their manners, 
‘you fighting against God ;”’ “will you shut 
of the Holy Ghost,” is the reply. 
in this village, during the last winter, 
revivals, It is really a humiliating 
more discerning and the more 


the growth and respectability 
ich they have resolved to reside, 
too far in their opposition. 
One could scarcel}turn a eorner, but he run foul 
of a committee, ou\to help carry on the farce. 
I happened, as hundyeds thought,{carelessly to 
observe, “the revivakwas doing much mischief, 
that it induced the people to disgrece themselves, 
and moreever, it was ciowding large numbers of 
our children into the church, imbecilizing their 
minds, destroying all their moral beauty, and 
Preparing them to be mere tools to the clergy.” 


eavens! I had unwittingly uncapped the bot-| ing of the latter they coulfsave 25 or 33} per cent? 1 


. 


tomless pit, and a torrent of brimstone was rain- 
ed up from the ‘vasty deep’—‘you are fighting 
against God,’ ‘youwoulddethrone King Jesus,’ 
‘you would tramplethe Holy Ghost under your 
feet,’ you are a hell deserving wretch,’ you 
ought to be damned,’ ‘you will be damned,’ 
‘repent,’ ‘your time is short,’ ‘prepare,’ ‘you 
must stand before the awful judgment seat.’ I 
perceived I was among a set of maniacs, and af- 
ter reminding theni that I could attend to my 
own spiritual concerns, that I had full as much 
interest at stake as they had, and that I thought 
they might better attend to their usual avoca- 
tions, it would be more creditable to them and to 
the village, I turned away; they piously bade 
me adieu with the assurance that 1 deserved hell, 
and should go there. 

These revivals areablack stain onthe human 
character. It is useless to reason against them. 
The people believe them produced by Divine a 
gency, they dare not oppose them, lest they 
be found fighting against God. He who pro- 
duces them 1s safe beneath his sacred garb. He 
can look on his work of destruction, with a smile 
like that which Milton ascribes to Satan, when 
he entered Eden to blast the happiness of the 
first human pair. His title as Minister of God, 
secures him safety, and even respect, in propor- 
tion to his baseness. He may “go almost like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour”— 
be destructive as the blast of the Sirocco—may 
go from village to village seattering moral pesti- 
lence and desolation, he is safe; no argument 
can reach him; no sense of shame, no compunc- 
tions visitings of conscience can induce him to 
pause. All the social virtues withering around 
him—domestie peace and love bleeding at his 
feet—the wife raging at her husband, the chil- 
dren breathing forth the curse upon the father— 
humanity weeping, with ters imploring him to 
desist, ali fail te impress his heart or arrest his 
course. ©n, on he rushes, resolved to quaff the 
life blood of every thing dar, and wash his gree- 
dy fangs in the corse of evry virtue. 

But 1 have said enough God jonly can ar- 
rest him. 
“darkness covers the landind gross darkness the 
people ;” but a dawn is sen to break: the Sun 
of Righteousness will soonarise with healing in 
bis beams, and his glory shal irradiate the world. 
O auspicious day! speed thy progress and let 
the reign of wisdom and soodness commence. 
Philan. 





TO REV. J,TRACY. 

Dear Sir.—I am authorized t say that two individuals 
in this village will furnish Auxiliary Societies with 
Bibles in quality equal in ever particular to those fur- 
nished by the A. B. Society @least 25, if not 33} per 
centcheaper than they have hretofore been obtained of 
this Institution, on condition fy will purchase of them 
all they may want, Now, sitthis will make a saving 
of twenty or thirty dollars ime hundred Bibles, This 
sum will, according to the c@tulation in our last, save 
160 or 240 souls, If this isth grand object of these so- 
cieties, oan they offer a reas@for not applying to these 
gentlemen for Bibles? Willaey pretend that it will be 
an injury (o the A. B. Societ in a peeuniary point of 
view? Well, suppes@this (tbe the fact, will they per- 
mit thousands, yea toillions gbouls to be eternally damn- 
ed for fear that a Society gready rich in this world’s 
goods will not accumulate foperty as fast as they are 
wontte do? What greaterproof would you require of 
the insincerity of. sheir p » should these Socie- 
ties continue to apply to th A. B. Society for Bibles in- 

stead of the persons above {lluded to, when by purchas- 





The people are now infatuated ;| 
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am anxious that application should be made to these men 
for several reasons, some of which are the following.— 
That those who have made such high professions of be- 
nevolence towards the heathen, and poor perishing sin- 
ners in our own country, may prove the sincerity of those. 
professions by manifesting a disposition tesave something 
by contracting for Bibles at the cheapest possible rate. 
2. I feel some interest in the pecuniary prosperity of 
the two individuals above albuded to, as they stand in 
need of the profits arising from the sale of Books to make 
themselves and families comfortable in life. 1 think, sir, 
it would likewise contribute to the prosperity of this vil- 
lage to have money circulate freely among its inhabi- 
tants, especially among the laboring class. 

It is heped, that you will not accuse me of indiffer- 
ence to the salvation of the heathen in this country or in 
any other, as L have now suggested a plan, which, if 
carried into effect, will be the means ofsaving one fourth 
and perhaps one third more souls than can be saved by 
the means hitherto used, ifin fact money will save them 
at all, 1f one soul is worth a million of such worlds as 
this, what an immense and incalculable benefit will ac- 
erue by the economy I have recommended! Am I not 
entitled to a life membership of this Institution for such 
unbounded pbilanthropy? Surely you will not deny 
this. Will you have the goodness to publish in the pa- 
per of which you are the Editor that Bibles can be pur- 
chased on the above terms, and refer the Managers of 


Auxiliary Societies to 
Yours respectfully, 


WM. BELL. 
P. S. I had forgotten to say that much might be 
saved in transportation, as the expence of boxes, Kc. 
would be less in the country than in the city of New 
York. W. B. 


of 
TO REV. MR. TAYLOR. 
Dear S1n, 

Having heard the Sermon you delivered atthe funeral 
of Miss M. A. Blish on Tuesday of last week, and as 
there were several present as well as myself who would 
like to be favored with a perusal of it, J. om requested 
to solicit a copy fer the columns of the Watchmae- amt 
Repository. I am authorized to offer you $2 for furnish- 
ing a copy as it was deli yered on that oceasion. 

I am, dear sir, 
Yery respectfully yours, 
WM. BELL. 
Rev. P. Tayior. 


LORD BYRON. 
Although this celebrated Poet was skeptical from his 
youth up, yet he was not an unbelieverin revealed reli- 
gion. The evidences of this however did not fully satisly 
his mind. He had some doubts on this parti¢ular. He 
was a constant reader of the Bible, and devoted much 
time in reading theological works. His Biographer 
(Moore) says that he expressed his opinion of Dr, South- 
wood's work on the ‘“‘Divine Government,” as follows : 
«I cannot decide the point; but to my present appre- 
hension, it would be a most desirable thing, could it be 
roved, that ultimately all created beings were to be 
Sonar, This would appear {o be most consistent with 
God, whose power is omnipotent, and whose chief attri- 
bute is love. I cannot yield to your doctrine of the eter- 
nal duration of punishment. This author’s(Southwood’s*) 
opinion is more humane, ,and I think he supports it very 
strongly from Seripture.—Mpore’s Byron, vol. ji. p.470, 
New Yorked. —— 


*T. Southwood Smith. 





an 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Br. J. Moore will preach at Claremont, N. H, oa the 
first Sunday in May next, and at Cornish Plat, at five o 
clock P. M. of the same day. 





Rey. K. Haven has an appointment to preach ia 
Whitehall on the 4th sabbath in May. : 


The editor will prerch at Wells or its vicinity on the 2d 
sabbath in May, at Winhall on the sabbath following, and 
at Northfield on the 4th sabbath of the saine mon’ 
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: Agreeably to promise we here present our readers 
with eight pages instead of four. A hope is entertafued 
thatthe alteration will meet the approbation of our 
friends. They will find it will make a more convonient 
volume when bound than the former volume. We wovld 
suggest to our readers the propriety of stitching them 
that they may not be misplaced, and if convenient, it 
should be done before tley are read. A pin may answer 
a temporary purpose, till they can be more effectually 
preserved. 

The course we intend topursue is that which was pub- 
lished in the Prospectus of the first volume ; viz. 

To proclaim the love of God to a sinful world. 

To explain the scriptures by the aid of Reason, with- 
out the use of which they would remain a dead letter. 

To announce intelligence affecting the concerns of the 
Universalist denomination, such as Conventional meet- 
ings and associations ; admittance into the gospel minis- 
try; ordinations and installations; conversions in the 
slabetr ; formation of Societies embracing the Abra- 
hamic faith ; obituaries, &c. 

We shall likewise keep aneye on the movements of 
those who are striving to usurp dominion over the con- 
sciences of men, and point out the dangers of ecclesiasti- 


cal dominion 
een 
NOTICE. 

We would again request such as are inclined to dis- 
continue their papers (should there be any) to return 
this number immediately by mail. Such as fail of doing 
this we shall consider subscribers, and their; names will 
be registered on our book as such. 


‘ -o— 

The Editor will be absent from home about three weeks. 
Our friends are requested to continue their indulgence 
should typographical errors be found ,in the columns of 
the Watchman during his absence. 


Oo+o— 
NOTICE. 
Rev. R, Bartlett has removed from Hartland to Wen- 
dall, N. H. and he desires all who send him letters or 
papers to direct them to Newport, N. H. 


—aQe— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Several communications from our respected brother**K. 
i.’ shall appear in due season. 

‘-Opponent to Universalism” is informed that the col- 
umns of the Watchman are at his service, should he have 
eccasion to address *«‘Enquirer,” on condition how- 
ever, that he manifests candor, writes to the point, and 
is not too prolix. This is the condition on which all com- 
munications are admitted. 

If our correspondent in St. Johnsbury will give us 
liberty to abridge the article he sent us, we will insert it 
in some future number. 

Several articles which we have had on hand for some 
time shall be overlooked, and disposed of according to our 
opinion of their merits. 
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REMOVAL. 

The Watchman will hereafter be printed at No. 5 Ed- 
ton’s buildings, directly opposite Mr. Barker’s Tavern. 
Subscribers who take their papers at the Office will re- 
ceive them at that place. 


or 
Cash received on account of Watchman. 


Z. M. Plainfield, by letter P. D. $2, ine. $1,50 
x 4 are, ts 50 

. O. Bristol N. H. stage deducted 80 
W. W. Whiting — ; 1,00 
T: D. Barre, 2,00 
B. B, Washingtoa 1,50 
M: H: Benson a. 1,50 
M: W: do. 1,50 


~ 


ae Sto 
AGENTS FOR THE UNI. WATCHMAN. 
The following gentleman, in addition to those already 
jointed, are respecttully requested to act as agents for 
Universatist Watcaman. In many places we 


have no agents where it is necesary we should have, 
and as we are unacquainted with the brethren residing 
in these places we know not who to appoint. Hereafter 
we may make additions to our list. 


R. Waters, Barre, Vt. E. Wakefield, Manchester 
L. Pratt, Bellows Falls C. Burnett, Morristown, Vt 


Mr. Allen, Brattleboro’ |Gen. P. Davis Mont- 
Rev.C. Spear, Brewster Ms.\W. Sprague pelier 
Rev. E. Smith, Boston A. Waterman,Esq 


Rev.J.Brooks, Bernardston,, 
P M. Bridgwater 

M. Wilcox, Benson 

M. Materson, Bennington 
Rev. W.Skinner, Cavendish) A. 
J.B.Hollenbeck } Burling-\J. 


W. Eager, Vewfane 
P. M. Newport, V. H. 
Rev. W. Morse, Wantucket 
Mass. 
Doty, Worth Hero Vt. 
S. Marsh, Ogdensburgh 
¥. 


T. P. H.Lyman § ton NM. ¥. 
D. Lijlie, Esq. Bethel P. Marshall, Plattsburgh 
J. 8. Fitts, Braintree B. H. Fuller, Potsdam 


T. Davenport, Brandon 

D. Waldo, Chesterfield, 
D.P.Chase, ClaremontV.H. 
R. Balch, Castleton 

Col. J. Scott, Craftsbury 

E. Clement, Covent 
Goodale & Co. Champlain 

N. Y. 


A. Gilson, Reading, Vt. 
Hon.J.Brownson, Richmond 
J. Jackson, Esq.“ Sudbury 
J. Buckmaster,Esq. Shrews- 


b 
is. KG e, Pelham, NV.H. 
8. Cole, Weathersfield Vt 
. ¥. . Burk, Peru 
E. Jones, Dover _ Z. Moulton, Plainfield 
L. Henry, Dummerston |Rev.K.Haven, Shoreham 
M. Leslie, Esq. — iM. Nelson, Sutton, . H. 
H. Walker, Esq. ast Dorset. H. Adams, Esq South Hero 
A. Abbot, East Hatly, L.C} Vt. 
A. L. ang Essex Rev J. Leland, Baltimore 
W. Crain, Fairfax iL. Walker, Esq Springfield 
Col. — A.Pier, Wewark Ohio 
P. Cross, St. drmand L. C.R. Fay, Stockbridge 
J. Hammond, Gilsum,V.H.R. Porter,Esq.Sutton V.H 
P. Martin, Gilford, Vt. Rev. C. F. Le Fevre Troy, 
Rev.J.Gilman, Gilford, VH.' WN. Y. 
J. Crane, jr. Glover, Vt. J. A. Upham, Stowe, Vt. 
E. A. Bennet, Greensboro’ (D. B. Meigs Swanton Falls 
P. M. Grand Isle, Rev: S. Bingham, Voyan, 
Rev.E.Hewitt,Hanson,Ms.| L. C. 
Rev. R. Bartlett, Wendall, a J. Wright, St. dibans 

t 











NV. A. ; 
W. Cotton, Hartland, Vt. Rev. E. Vose, St Johnsbury 
S. B. Walker, HubbardtonRev. D. Cooper, Washing- 
E. Taylor, Huntington ton, NV. H. 
P. M. Johnson D. Bean, Warner 
Rev.J.Moore LebanonN.AH. Edgerton, Wallingford, 
Esq. Edgerton, Langdon,| Vt, 
Capt. B. A.Miner,Lempster 
P. M. Leicester, Vt. . Wilder, Esq. Weston, 
J. Clark, Moreau, V. Y. [Col. R. B. Rrown,Windsor 
Capt.Huntley, Marlow. D. Reed, West Windsor 
E. Guearnsey, Mount Holly'D. Lake, South Woodstock 
H. Winchester, ae C. Lynde, Williams- 


ro town 
P. M. Waitsfield, Vt. - Fisher, Walpole, W. H. 
Capt A. Crosby, Waterbury 







v.§.Skinner Wilmington 


Wn — 

RESIGNATION OF THEjCABINET. A report reach- 
ed this city, by the passengers in the Philadelphia 
Steamboat, (says the New York Gazette) of the resigna- 
tion of the cabinet. 


“It will appear by the publication in our columns to- 
day, that the Secretary of State has tendered his resigna- 
tion to the President, who has accepted it. On the 7th 
the Secretary of War tendered his resignation to the 
President; and yesterday the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Secretary of the Navy handed intheirs; all of 
which have been accepted From thisit is inferred that 
a néw organization of the cabinet is to take place.” — 


Globe. 
= Ge 

Rumor oF A GENERAL WAR IN Evrope.—The 
New Bedtord Mercury of the 20th instant says ‘the brig 
Franklin has arrived at this place from Flushburg, 
whence she sailed March 25th. Her Commander Capt. 
Stephen H. Howland fae ps that France had joined 
Belgium against Holland, and that the French General 
had arrived at Brussels to take command of the united 
armies. Orders had been sent te Flushberg to get the 
Dutch fleet in readiness for sea immediately. It was re- 
ported and believed that Mustria had declared Jwar a- 
gain&# France. Captain Howland brought no papers. 

The Brig Lunar, Captain Duncan, which arrived at 
this port yesterday from Antwerp, saile¢ one day after 
the Franklin, but brought on eoutemation of the above 
rumor.V. ¥: Gaz. 


The Russians and Poles have had a warm contest at 
Warsaw—the latter are represented as having nobly de- 
fended their soil. Later dates have reported an armis- 





tice between the Poles and Russians. 


Suanver. A verdict of eight hundred dollars was 
given by the jury at Westchester Co. N. Y. in favor of 
Elan Lynds and against I Hitchcock for slander. 


Eprrors QuaRRELLinc.—The editor of the New 
York Commercial Advertiser has recently been assaulted 
by W. C. Bryant one of the editors of the Evening Post. 
New Porarors—Have been raised on the premises 


ofCol. Williams of Saratoga, N. Y. sufficiently large for 
use, growth of the present year. 


Conventent noom.—In Spring street, New York 
is the following curious sign:—Washing and Ironing, 
Going out to Days Works, done in the back room. 











MARRIAGES, 

In Shoreham, by Rev.K. Haven, Mr,.Alphonso B. Bas- 
com, and Miss Levisa Atwood. Mr. Jesse Hendee, Jr. 
of Newhaven, and Miis Sophronia Wilson, of the former 
place. In Whiting, by the same, Mr.Theodore Smith of 
Orwell, and Miss Lucy Nichols of Whiti Mr. Ma- 
kenzie Carpenter, of Newhaven, and Miss Juliet Walk- 
er of Whiting. 

On the 13th inst. at Matilda, U. C. Mr. Israel Satan, 
Journeyman Cabinet-maker, to Miss Grace Parlor, of the 
above place. 

Mankind rejoice, peace shall abound, 

Since Grace by Satan has been found : 

And in full proof that peace is meant, 

Israel by Grace has pitched his tent. 

No more in deserts wild he’ll roam. 


He’s got a Parlor for his home. 
In Bridgewater, by Rev. Mr. Hazen, Mr. Enos Mitchell, to 
Miss Maria A. Thomas. . 


In Windsor. by the Rev. Mr. Wheeler, Salmon F. Datton, 
Esq. Attorney at Law, of Cavendish, to Miss Sarah Jane Bar- 


low. 

In Sharon, Mr. Harvey Kendall, of Strafford, to Miss Laura 
Chamberlin. 

In Huntington, Vt. March 13th by Elder ae Leonard 
Hamblin, a young mechanic, aged 23 years,to Widow Bur- 
lingim, aged 40. She is sister to Hamblin’s Grand Father's 
Wife. By marriage with this Widow, this young man has 
become Brother to his Grand Father, and Uncle to his Father 
and Mother. 

. In St. Johnsbury, Mr. Chester Guy, to Miss Roxana Rams- 


el. 
In Roxbury, Mass. by Rev. H. Ballou 2nd, Rev. M. 
H. Smith of Guilford, vu and Miss Mary Beath of R. 


DEATSS, 

In Guilford, on the 4th instant, Miss Eliza Lucretia 
Martin, aged 11 years, only daughter of Willard Martin, 
Esq. In this dispensation of Providence the parents have 
been bereft of a lovely and affectionate daughter whose 
amiab!e deportment endeared her to all her relatives and 
associates. 

Adieu, dear daughter, fare thee well, 
Thy parents’ tears shall flow— 

Thy parents sighs of grief shail tell 
Too short thy stay below. 

Yet cease fond perents, weep no more, 
Thy child is safe on Canaan’s shore. 

Yn Sutton, on Saturday the 16th instant, Mrs. Hannah 
Nelson, wife of Mr. Phillip Nelson,aged 73 years. Mrs. 
N. was confined to her room for three months previous 
to her death. She bore her last sickness with 
patience and resignation to the divine will. She was 
universally esteemed by all her acquaintances, and died 
lamented by nu relatives.. May our aged brother 
in the decline of life be comforted with the consolations of 
the gospel of Jesus, and enjoy the anticipation of a hap- 
py meeting with his departed companion in “an house 
not made with hands eternal in the heavené.” 

In Baltimore, on the 15th inst. in the 47th year of his 
age, the Hon. Roniin C. Mau.ary, for several 
a member of the House of Representatives of the U.S. 
from Vermont, and for the last four or five years Chair- 
man of the Committee on Manufactures. 

In this village, on Sunday morning, MERAB ANM, eldest 
daughter of Mr. Jony Biisn, aged 15. 

In Pomfret, Mrs. Temperance Freeman, aged 2%. 
In Reading, 4th inst. Dea. Nathaniel Prats, aged 81, one of 
the first settlers, and oldest man in town. On the 8th inst. 


George Pic son Herri ed 
yeas and rae Of Gapt. Ebenezer Herrick, aged two 
Hon, 


In New York city, ata visit from Philadelphia, the 
James Lioyd, formerly a Senator to GC from Massachu- 
setts, 

In Worcester, Mass. on the 4th inst, fsainh Thomas, Esq- 
LL. D., aged 82. Mr. Thomas’ history is. intimately connec. 
ted with the typographic art in this counttys:he established, 
and for many years printed and edited the thohethaasiie Spy 
at Worcester, and was always respected and veuerated by J 
théFraternity. He was a patron of literature, of 

















liberality, of public itand pri and , 
}. + public spiri private goodness, died u 









































POETRY. 
[ror THE UNIVERCALIST WATCHMAN. ] 
PRAYER. 


Supreme, Eternal, self-existent God ! 
Who mak’st the heaven of heavens thy blest abode— 
Who on the whirlwind rides, the storm controls, 
And comfort gives to “humble contrite souls.” 
Who mak’st the sun to shine, the reign to fall, 
Omnipotent Jehovah—Lord of all. 


Father in heaven, before thee I would bow, 
Confess my sins, and pay my God my vow. 
Shall I approach thee, O thou great I AM 
With fear and dread, as taught by erring man? 
Or shall I trust thy goodness and thy grace, 
Revealed through Christ my Saviour—-Hiding place?’ 


With holy reverence, Father, to thy throne 
_My spirit comes—it trusts in the alone ; 

Bless, O my God, my orisons.to Thee, 

Let truth divine my erring heart set free ; 

May passion, envy, hatred, discord, strife, 

Be strangers,in my humble walks of life. 


Devoted to thy cause be all my powers, 

And as the rain descends in gentle showers, 

So may the influence of thy precious word 
Cause me to “grow in grace’ and ‘serve the Lord ;’ 
May resignation te the ills I bear 

Be meted out, as I affliction share. 


Confine thy blessings not to me alone, 

But bless the wort, O God, ’tis all thine own; 

May love divine cause every heart to raise 

The song and anthem in sweet strains of praise, 

Till their immortal tongues shall chant above 

The never dying song—rEDEEMING Love, 
MARIA, 


2 OBO e-- 

A FRAGMENT, 
When darkness veil’d the boundless scene, 
And fear display’ her haggard face, 
Wrapt in the gloom, my trembling soul 
Dared to distrust her Parent’s grace. 
Atlength the light of joy burst forth, 
Tidings of joy from heaven I heard, 
Faith saw the rays—Hope caught the sound, 
And triumph’d in the Heav’n born “Word.” 
I scann’d Creations volume o’er, 
I Jook’d around, beneath, above, 
Where’er I cast my wand’ring eyes, 
I read, enraptured **God is. Love.” 
Thro’ all the grand design, I traced 
Such traits of Goodness, Power ané¢ skill, 
As taught my soul, no more to doubt 
Hislove, or tremble at his will. 
0! Heaven ; forbid the unhallow’d thought 
That God will ever cease to love, 
Nor longer through the gloom of fear, 
Permit my fancy, wild to rove. 


—-eoe— 
RETIREMENT. 

Gne of the most beautiful descriptions of retinement is 
an Ode of Charles Cotton, the friend of Isaae Walton, 
the famous piscator. 

How calm and quiet a delight 
It is alone 
To read, and medtate, and write, 
By nene offended, and offending none ; 
To walk, ride, sit, or sleep, at one’s own ease, 
And pleasing man’s self, none other to disploasdt 








Between A. and B, while returning from church. 

A. Well, Br. what do you think of that 
preaching ? 

B. Why, Sir, I will tell you plainly, that I 
cannot think it very profitable. The preacher 
went on so severe upon other denominations— 
he exerted himselfto the ptmost to pull down 
their doctrines, and expose their plans, that J al- 
most came to the conclusion that I would leave 


go out. 

A. My dear Sir, I want to know if you dont 
believe with me, that the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment, is an unmerciful doctrine, and a most 
pernicious error? 

B. To be sure T do. ; 

A. Well, when your children returned from 
meeting, a few weeks since, where the Rey. Mr. 
D. the Presbyterian minister, had labored to 
prove that doctrine true, and that sinners, [and 
such all of us are] were liable every moment to 
fall into an endless hell, did you not tell me that 
you endeavoured to convince them, that, that doc- 
trine was false, by appeals to scripture, reason, 
and the goodness of God? 

B. Why, yes; 1 thought it my duty to show 
them it was a false doctrine. 

A. Then why do you condemn our preach- 
er, for doing precisely as you have done? You 
thought your labor was profitable and if you could 
have had a dozen more children to hear you 
shew the falsity of that unmerciful doctrine, your 
labor would have been still more profitable. If 
you had quoted a passage of scripture, and given 
them your views of it, they might have said that 
Mr. D. applied it differently, and the only way 
by which you could convince them that you were 
right, was to show reasons why /is was not the 
proper explanation, Then, by comparing one 
with the other, the truth would appear to the best 
possible advantage. . 

B. Well, there is ome reason in what you 
say, I confess that I never had such a view of it 
before. But suppose we let that pass for the 
present. .There was sill a fault, as I conceive, 
in the preachers saying so much about the de- 
signs of those who advoeate the doctrine of which 
we have been speaking. He was very severe in 
that part of his sermon, where he spoke of “Or- 
thodox plans ;”’ and perhaps that was what dis- 
pleased those that went out, I think it is as well 
to let such things alone. 

A. But did he say any thing more than the 
truth? _ 

B. Why, I dont know as he did; there 
seems to be a great deal of evidence that the Or- 
thodox are trying to get the government into 
their hands; but still I dont think it is right to 
implicate af, when it is evident that many who 
believe their doctrines, are honest and sincere, 
while it 1s the leaders, principally, who are guilty. 
A. Very true, I should be opposed to hear- 
ing a man condemn a whole order because a few 
individuals had done wrong. And our preacher, 
if I understood him, did not speak against all, 
but only the “leaders of this people.” Hence, he 
said no more than you and I both believe, nor 
more than we frequently say to each other. 
Now shall we find fault with him for repeating 
in public, what we say to all aroundus? “Ha 
py 1s he that condemneth not himgelf in that 
thing whic’ ):o alloweth.” 

A minis‘er is the public servant. And if he 
apprehend danger from the movements of those 
on whom be looks as enemies, it is his duty to 











let tee public know it. But in making this com- 
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choose appropriate language ; and then if there 
are any who cannot bear it, it will give evidence, 
that they are either afraid of their enemies ; or 
that they themselves are the persons implicated 


e~ .> eae . 

ANCIENT PHARISEEISM OUTDONE. 
The Boston Chr. Herald says: ‘In this city, 
there are now very hopeful appearances,and very 
hopeful realities of a revival of the work of God.” 


the house ; and there were two or three that did |‘‘Hopeful appearances, and hopeful realities ;— 


that is, hopeful indications and hopeful certainties ! 
But why should we be critical on language em- 
ployed in so sacred a subject. The important 
information states: ‘Three days of last week 

re devoted to fasting and prayer by as many 
‘churches, And on Friday eve last the seven 
churehes,—(Christ had but one church, formerly, 
How many has he now,) met at park-street un- 
der circumstances of peculias interest. The 
house was crowded with worshippers whose feel- 
ings were intense. After prayer and a most sol- 
emn address by Dr. Wisner, those who were de- 
sirous of making religion, (orthodox religion of 
course) an immediate business, were invited to 
attend with the ministers in the vestry below. 
(“No prophecy of scripture,” nor any thing rela- 
ting to the religion of the bible, “is of any pri- 
vate interpretation.”) Immediately the whole 
house, which is very large, and crowded to over- 
: flowing, seemed to-be on the move, and we should 
think between one and two hundred, (rather a 
rough guess) went in and the door Was shut! !” 
(What an alarming circumstance ! and how ap- 
propriate; alluding doubtless to the parable of 
the-ten virgins—They that were ready, went in 
with him to the marriage, and the door was 
shut!!” Alas! for those who were thus exclu- 
ded from the vestry below !!) The writer further 
states that “The like three days of fasting will be 
held this week in the other churches in this city, 
and Dr. Fay’s church at Charlestown.” ... They 
can now safely go beyond a noted predecessor of 
theirs, and say—God, we thank thee that we are 
not as other men,—We fast Taree times in the 
week! How unlike are we to publicans and sit- 


ners!” 





~~ 

Jurivs Casar. He wag remarkable for pres- 
ence of mind. When he made an expedition in- 
to Africa, as he was going on shore his foot slip- 
ped, and he fell down.—This fall might have been 
looked upon by his soldiers as a bad omen; so to 
make them suppose it a good one, he spread out 
his arms, and embraced the earth saying— 
“QO Africa! thus I hold thee fast.” 


—— 
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